

2

Guidelines for those dealing with money

The earth and everything in it, the world and its inhabitants, belong to the Lord. – Psalm 24:1

Caring for money in our parish is a vital part of stewardship. The money parishes receive from its members, as well as outside donors and grantors, is given as an expression of gratitude for His blessing. Everything that we have is His, to use to His glory. Keeping accurate records of spending, donations and other income honours that which we are given. 

Keeping records to indicate that taxes are paid, money is spent in accordance with an approved budget, and that everyone who spends money on behalf of the parish is authorized to do so, means we are caring for property that has been entrusted to us.

If records are kept electronically, caring for them means making sure they can still be accessed even when your parish’s storage system fails. This usually means ensuring that they are backed up and a copy is stored offsite and can be accessed at any time. 

Allowing donations and tithing by online banking requires a responsibility to take steps to keep that information. Frequently updating cybersecurity measures on your systems, ensuring that we have a backup copy of your records, and ensuring that all staff and volunteers who work with banking information are trained and understand safety best practices is all part of caring for property.

The Diocesan Finance committee has prepared several resources to help parishes with their financial activities and ensure that records are properly kept. The parish finance manual can be found on the Diocesan website under Resources at www.quappelle.anglican.ca. There are also several how-to videos on our website to help parishes with tasks such as filing the CRA return:  https://quappelle.anglican.ca/finance.

There are also plenty of resources and tips out there for non-profit organizations on how to best keep online information safe, for example:
https://www.techsoup.ca/community/blog/the-nonprofit%E2%80%99s-guide-to-online-safety-understanding-the-basics

Nowadays, the minimal standard for vetting those who care for money is to require a criminal record check. While this does not completely prevent negative incidents from occurring, it can be problematic when an organization is required to answer to a decision not to ask this of its volunteers or employees. It is a relatively easy way to show that the care of our property is a priority.

At ____________________, we are committed our call to be good stewards of both the people and property that God has given into our care. As part of that, we are implementing a requirement that all those who are involved in ministry with money provide us with a recent criminal record check to be kept on file in the church office.




