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We enter the season of Pentecost this year as the fruit trees abound in 

blossoms—a visible response to our prayer “Come, Holy Spirit, creator, and 

renew the face of the earth.” Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit would 

empower his disciples to be his witnesses. Paul taught followers of Jesus 

how to recognize when the Holy Spirit was at work in their lives. In his 

letter to the Galatians Paul warns the community to avoid the works of the 

flesh which bring dissention and strife. “By contrast,” Paul says, “the fruit 

of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 

gentleness and self-control.” (Gal. 5:22-23) This contrast reminds us that we are to live in ways that 

can differ sharply from the ways of the world and that we are empowered by the Holy Spirit to do so.  
 

How we use the resources we have (our time, our talent, our energy, our money) is a witness to who 

we are and what we believe. That’s probably why, other than the kingdom of God, Jesus spoke more 

about money than he did anything else. Money, then as now, has the ability to shape society and its 

values. Dealing with money in a way that aligns with our values is of utmost importance and doing 

so in a society which revolves around money is a task that requires commitment, prayer and 

fortitude. As Lovett H. Weems Jr and Ann A. Michel write in Generosity, Stewardship and Abundance, 

“For individual Christians, the way we use the resources God entrusts to us is a primary way we 

demonstrate our faith and grow in discipleship. Correspondingly, the proper use of congregational 

resources is a primary way churches align themselves with God’s purposes and propel their missions 

forward.” How we use our money, individually and as churches, says volumes about what we value.  
 

As with Paul’s contrast between the works of the flesh and the fruits of the Spirit so we can contrast 

our society’s attitude to money and that of our faith. In a world which promotes a belief that there is a 

scarcity of resources, Christians proclaim the abundance of God. In a world that heightens fear, 

Christians declare we live with faith. In a world that encourages us to acquire more and more, 

Christians give to meet the needs of others and their community. In a world that says we give to 

others out of obligation, Christians promote giving joyfully. In a world that uses money for 

transactions in which we get something for what we give, Christians use money for transformational 

purposes that may not be realized for generations. In a world that says how we use our money is a 

private matter, Christians encourage one another to be transparent about where they give and why. 

In a world that promotes ownership, Christians talk about stewardship and see ourselves as those 

who take care of what belongs ultimately to God alone. Spirited stewardship helps us grow to be 

more loving, peaceful, joyous, kind, self-controlled and generous in how we share our resources for 

the renewal of the world God loves. 
 

To enter into Spirited stewardship consider praying “Come, Holy Spirit, make me an agent of peace and 

minister of wholeness” whenever you write a cheque, debit your account, e-transfer money, use your 

credit card or pay cash for something in the weeks ahead. What will we learn about our use of money 

when we pray this? How might we be transformed by doing so?   


